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part of the common school system, the right of a school
district to support instruction beyond the rudiments at
public expense was bitterly contested by conservative or
parsimonious people. In 1872 the question of constitu-
tionality was definitely decided by the supreme court of
Michigan in the celebrated case brought at Kalamazoo.
A taxpayer of that village sought to restrain the school
board from levying taxes for a high school, as it had voted
to do, and Chief Justice Thomas M. Cooley summed up
his decision with the statement:
Neither in our state policy, in our constitution, or in our laws, do
we find the primary-school districts restricted in the branches of
knowledge which their officers may cause to be taught, or the grade
of instruction that may be given, if their voters consent in regular
form to bear the expense and raise the taxes for the purpose.
The Kalamazoo case has come to be accepted in every
state in the Union as the precedent for establishing a
complete system of public schools — higher, as well as
elementary — and the number of high schools has from
that day continued to grow by leaps and bounds.1 Within
a decade it came to be more than eight hundred, and by the
end of the century it reached beyond six thousand. As a
result of various statutory and social influences, the high
school's expansion in numbers became almost indefinite,
and the institution was everywhere accepted as part of
the state's educational system.
Growth of colleges and universities. — During this
period of development a remarkable growth likewise
occurred in the number of colleges and universities
founded. The two hundred in existence before the
Civil War became nearly five hundred by the end of the
1 Davis, Calvin O., Public Secondary Education. Chapter IX deals with the
era of high school development in Michigan.

